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MR. CHAMBERLAIN: Good
afternoon. I'm John Chamberlain. On behalf
of the Department of Energy, I welcome each of
you to this meeting. As you know, there are
two comment sessions scheduled today here at
the Ashford Office Complex on Route 219 as
part of the 45-day public review period for
the Draft Waste West Valley Demonstration
Project Waste Management Environmental Impact
Statement. For the record, this afternoon
gsession is scheduled from 1:30 p.m. to 3:30
p.m., today, June 11, 2003, and an evening
session is scheduled from 7:00 p.m. to 9:00
p.m.

These sessions are being held to
provide individuals the opportunity to submit
oral and written comments on the draft EIS.
Comments can be filed by mail, by fax or
electronically through the internet. 1In
addition, there is a toll-free number
available through which individuals can submit
oral comments by telephone. Information
including directions on filing comments is

available at the table to my right. All
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comments, whether written or oral, will
receive the same consideration and review, and
will be responded to in the Final
Environmental Impact Statement.

The development of this DEIS
officially began with DOE's publication of a
Notice of Intent on March 26, 2001. The scope
of this DEIS departs from that which was
originally announced in the Notice of Intent
in that it is limited to onsite waste
management and offsite waste transportation
activities, and does not include
decontamination activities. This DEIS was
made publicly available on May 16, 2003, for
review and comment. The 45-day public review
period will officially end on June 30, 2003,
and DOE will consider comments received after
this date to the extent practical.

Commentors for today's session have
been registered in the order that their
requests have been received. All individuals
that have signed up at the door will be
allowed to speak in the order they are signed

in as long as time is available. If you wish
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to present a comment and have not signed up, I
encourage you to do so now.

Finally, I want to thank all of you
here for taking the time to attend this
meeting and for those providing comments,
thank you for your interest and involvement.

At this time I want to introduce Dan
Sullivan, the Department of Energy's NEPA
Compliance Officer at the West Valley
Demcnstration Project. Dan.

MR. SULLIVAN: I'm Dan Sullivan.
I'm with the Department of Energy and I'm
going to talk about our EIS tonight. Thank
you for attending this presentation. I will
run through briefly our Notice of Intent, the
revised scope of the document, the overview of
the DEIS, describe the alternatives to the
DEIS and then public participation
opportunities and then we'll open it up to our
public comment.

Let me start with the Notice of
Intent. It was originally issued in March of
2001, and the scope of that EIS was to include

decontamination of some of the WVDP facilities

EDITH E. FORBES (585) 343-8612
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and waste management actions. So in
parenthesis what you got there is removal and
offsite disposal of waste.

Now, since then, DOE modified that
the scope of that EIS as a result of public
comments we got during that Notice of Intent
period and we removed decontamination actions.
Those actions will be addressed in another
EIS, our decommissioning EIS. So the revised
scope of the EIS before us tonight is limited
to onsite waste management and offsite
transportation of waste. There's a picture
behind John that will help frame what we're
talking about. The lettering that's in
yellow, those are the waste volumes and the
waste that we're talking about that's
currently in storage. That's what this EIS is
dealing with.

There are three alternatives that we
examined in this EIS. The No Action required
by the National Environmental Policy Act,
which is essentially a continuation of the
ongoing activities, and I'm going to describe

these in a little more detail when we get a
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second, but there's a No Action Alternative.
There's an Alternative A, which includes
offsite shipment of the waste for disposal and
an ongoing management of the Waste Storage
Tanks.

Alternative B is similar to
Alternative A. It's offsite shipment of the
waste for disposal in this case or storage at
other sites. The other difference is that
this includes interim stabilization of the
High Level Waste Storage Tanks with
retrievable low-strength grout.

So those are the three alternatives
that were examined. 1In analysis, this is a
study. It's an analysis focused on the human
health impacts on and near the site and
impacts resulting from the transportation of
the waste. We're going to talk a little bit
more about the alternatives.

The No Action Alternative I just
mentioned is continuing the waste management
activities, basically doing the work that
we're already doing. Okay. It does include

some shipment of waste, but small guantity of

EDITH E. FORBES (585) 343-8612
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wastes and that would be the extent of the
shipping. We would use the full capacity of
the storage facilities available to us. We
would continue to process the waste that is in
the Chemical Process Waste Storage Area.
It's one of the storage tanks. And as I
mentioned, we would continue storage of the
waste, except for the small quantity of Class
A Low-Level Waste that would be shipped
offsite, and then we would manage the
High-Level Waste Tanks as we're managing them
today. Basically, ventilating the Waste
Storage Tanks to manage the moisture levels.
So that's continuation of what we're doing
today.

Alternative A, also known as our
Preferred Alternative, and that's a term of
ours that's used in NEPA documents. At the
present time that's the Department of Energy's
Preferred Alternative. Again, this is an
Analysis Document. A decision ultimately will
be made based on some of the recommendations
from this document, but this document itself

is not a decision. So that's just a
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designation for that particular alternative.

This is offsite shipment of waste
for disposal and, again, ongoing management of
High-Level Waste Tanks. So nothing different
here in terms of managing the tanks, but in
terms of the waste in this particular
alternative, all the waste is disposed of
offsite. It's not limited by the Class A
waste that I just mentioned in the other
alternatives.

Reading the bullets, the Low-Level
and the mixed Low-Level Waste will be shipped
to DOE and/or commercial disposal sites for
disposal. The TRU Waste, which is another
waste class, would be shipped to the Waste
Isolation Pilot Project, WIPP, for disposal.
The High Level Waste would be shipped to a
geologic repository, also for disposal when it
was available.

And I just mentioned earlier, the
Waste Storage Tanks we're going to continue to
manage those as they are managed today. So
this alternative ships all the waste that's in

yellow lettering on that site and the volumes
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10
you can read them for yourselves, fairly
large, 700,000 cubic feet of Low-Level Waste.
There's five or six of those large storage
facilities and just for perspective, they are
the size of a football field plus end zones,
so a substantial amount of waste. Okay. That
was Alternative A.

Alternative B is offsite shipment of
waste for disposal or storage and ongoing
management of the High-Level Waste Tanks.
There are some differences with this
alternative from Alternative A. In this case,
the Low-Level and the mixed Low-Level Waste --
the analysis here is exactly the analysis as
it was a minute ago, that is disposed of
offsite at DOE and/or commercial disposal
locations.

The TRU waste, this waste category
would either be shipped to Hanford, Idaho,
Oakridge, Savannah River or WIPP. These are
all DOE locations, all DOE sites, for interim
storage until WIPP was available to receive
that waste. That's the difference between

this Alternative and Alternative A.
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Also, the High Level Waste canisters
would be shipped to either Hanford or Savannah
River, again, other DOE sites, for interim
storage prior to disposal in a geologic
repository.

I'll mention something here that I
think is important. This analysis looks at
Environmental Impacts associated with these
actions. If it recognizes that there are
other permits, there may be licenses, there
may be other NEPA reviews that are required
for some of these actions to come true. So
just because it's analyzed here, doesn't mean
the waste is going there.

Again, the decision needs to be made
as to which Alternative the department will
select and then once that decision is made,
there are other hoops to go through including
some of the things I just mentioned. Licenses
need to be changed. Permits need to be
changed. That sort of thing. That's an
important point that is not on the viewgraph,
but in the document that's acknowledged.

The last bullet here is the Waste

EDITH E. FORBES (585) 343-8612
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12
Storage Tanks, the High Level Waste Storage
Tanks, which are now basically empty because
vitrification is complete, would be partially
filled with a retrievable, controlled
low-strength grout for interim stabilization.

Again, not our preferred
alternative, but reasonable alternatives and
that's what NEPA is all about. Analyze
reasonable alternatives to provide the
decision makers with the tools to make an
informed decision. That's the purpose of this
study.

In terms of impacts or conclusions,
punch line if you'd like, there really is no
discernible difference in the human health
impacts among the alternatives. Very, very
small doses and if you look at the analysis
and if you think about it, that really
shouldn't be a surprise. We're talking about
in most cases Low-Level Waste and other cases
where you're shipping waste that isn't sort of
low-level or low activity, it's shielded. So
that didn't come to me as a surprise but to

make a point that when you look at the
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analysis, very small doses and that's
basically the point I wanted to make on that.

Now, opportunities for public
participation. This comment period is
initially open until June 30th, but you heard
John say to the extent that we can, we will
continue to receive comments after that date.
If folks have comments they want to make, it
just makes it more efficient if we can stay
within the time frames that we've identified.
It's a 45-day comment period and the DOE's
going to consider all the comments received
and respond to the comments in the Final EIS.

The way to receive the comments or
the way you can send the comments to me is
either by mail, and there's the mailing
address, by fax 716-942-4199, by e-mail
sonja.allene@wvnsco.com. I think these are all
in the handouts, also. We also have an 800
telephone number that you can call and make an
oral comment that way, 800-633-5280, and of
course, the other opportunity is right now,
this afternoon.

MR. CHAMBERLAIN: Just before we

EDITH E. FORBES (585) 343-8612
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14
open up for comments, I would like to say we
will take any questions, clarifying questions
anyone may have on the study or on the
presentation. We have a couple minutes that
anyone may wish to ask now or Dan or anyone
else?

Okay. At this time, we'll begin the
public comment session. Speakers will be
called in the order they have signed up. I
would ask that these speakers keep their
comments concise and focused on issues
relevant to the Draft Environmental Impact
Statement under consideration. I would also
ask that, if possible, the speakers try to
contain their comments within about five
minutes. To assist the transcriptionist,
speakers are asked, again, to speak clearly
and are encouraged to submit written copies of
their comments if they have them available.

At this time I would like to call
our first commentor, Paul Piciulo.

MR. PICIULO: Good afternoon. My
name is Paul Piciulo and I am the Director of

the West Valley Site Management Program for

EDITH E. FORBES (585) 343-8612
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15
the New York State Energy Research and
Development Authority, most commonly referred
to as NYSERDA. I am here to provide oral
comments on the Waste Management Environmental
Impact Statement on behalf of NYSERDA.
NYSERDA also will be submitting written
comments to the Department of Energy prior to
closure of the formal comment period.

Our issue of most concern regarding
the Waste Management EIS is inclusion of the
analysis to add grout to the High-Level Waste
Tanks 8D-1 and 8D-2 and the annulus that
surrounds each tank. NYSERDA believes that
this activity and alternatives for grouting
the tanks should not have been included in
this Waste Management EIS. Long-term
management options for the High-Level Waste
Tanks are more appropriately analyzed in the
Environmental Impact Statement to Evaluate
Decommissioning and/or Long-Term Stewardship
at the West Valley Demonstration Project and
Western New York Nuclear Service Center.

The reasons for this are threefold.

First, the March 26, 2001, scoping for this

EDITH E. FORBES (585) 343-8612
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16
Waste Management EIS did not include grouting
of the High-Level Waste Tanks. Second, the
analysis of grouting the High-Level Waste
Tanks in the Waste Management EIS is
inconsistent with policy announced by the U.S.
Nuclear Regulatory Commission stating that the
impacts of making a Waste Incidental to
Reprocessing Determination, which is a
prerequisite for grouting tanks, should be
analyzed in the Decommissioning EIS. Lastly,
the Resource Conservation and Recovery Act
Regulations preclude treatment by grout
stabilization until NRC has rendered its final
decision on whether the Decommissioning EIS
preferred alternative meets the criteria in
the Commission's Policy Statement.

I will now provide a more detailed
explanation of these three concerns. The
proposed scope for the Waste Management EIS,
as published in the Federal Register on March
26, 2001, did not include grouting of the
tanks. The scope indicated that the Waste
Management EIS would include such activities

as removal of loose contamination; removal of

EDITH E. FORBES (585) 343-8612
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hardware and equipment; nonstructural
decontamination of walls, ceilings, and
floors; and flushing and/or removal of vessels
and piping. Grouting of the tanks was not
included in the description of the proposed
action or the preliminary alternatives to be
evaluated. Thus, it appears that the
evaluation of grouting the tanks is beyond the
scope of this Waste Management EIS. The
Federal Register Notice indicated that the
remaining facilities for which the DOE is
responsible, along with all final
decommisgioning and/or long-term stewardship
actions to be taken by the DOE and NYSERDA,
will be evaluated in the Decommissioning EIS.
Additionally, the residual waste in
the High-Level Waste Tanks remains High Level
Waste, at least until a determination is made
that such waste is incidental to reprocessing,
in accordance with the requirements
established by the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory
Commission and the NRC Decommissioning
Criteria for the West Valley Demonstration

Project at the West Valley Site; Final Policy

EDITH E. FORBES (585) 343-8612
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Statement was issued on February 1, 2002. The
Final Policy Statement makes it clear that the
NRC intends to use the Decommissioning EIS to
render a decision on the acceptability of the
DOE's Waste Incidental to Reprocessing
determinations.

NRC states that the resulting
calculated dose from the incidental waste is
to be integrated with all other calculated
doges from the remaining material of the
entire NRC-licensed site to ensure that the
License Termination Rule criteria are met.
This is appropriate because the Commission
does not intend to establish separate dose
standards for various sections of the
NRC-licensed site.

It is the Commission's expectation
that it will apply this criteria at the WVDP
site following the completion of DOE's site
activities. In this regard, the impacts of
identifying waste as incidental to
reprocessing and not High Level Waste should
be considered in DOE's environmental reviews.

NRC more clearly defines its

EDITH E. FORBES (585) 343-8612
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19
expectations in a June 17th, letter from
Chairman Richard Meserve to me.

The Decommissiong EIS will address
DOE Waste Incidental to Reprocessing
determinations. NRC will review and comment
on DOE Waste Incidental to Reprocessing
determinations as a Cooperating Agency. NRC
will also render its final decision on DCE's
Waste Incidental to Reprocessing determination
in NRC's decision on whether the preferred
alternative meets the criteria in the
Commission's Policy Statement.

Thus, until the Decommissioning EIS
completed and NRC has made its determination
regarding the tank residuals, such materials
must continue to be managed as High Level
Waste and any decision to grout the tanks
based on the Waste Management EIS would be
premature.

Finally, the residual waste in the
High-Level Waste Tanks is both High Level
Waste and Resource Conservation and Recovery
Act, referred to as RCRA, characteristic

waste. It is NYSERDA's understanding that, at
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20
this time, the only form of treatment
acceptable for such waste is vitrification.

As long as the tank residual waste is High
Level Waste, in other words until NRC has
rendered its final decision on the DOE's Waste
Incidental to Reprocessing determination in
its decision on whether the preferred
alternative and the Decommissioning EIS meets
the criteria in the Commission's Policy
Statement, current RCRA requirements preclude
treatment by grout stabilization. Thus, under
RCRA regulations, a determination must be made
with respect to Waste Incidental to
Reprocessing before a decision to grout the
tanks can be made.

NYSERDA requests that DOE reconsider
its inclusion of High Level Waste Tank
grouting in the Waste Management EIS. As I
mentioned earlier, NYSERDA will provide more
detailed written comments prior to the closure
of the formal public comment period.

Thank you for this opportunity to
share our concerns.

MR. CHAMBERLAIN: Thank you,

EDITH E. FORBES (585) 343-8612
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Paul. I believe that's our last commentor.
Is there anyone else here who would like to
comment on the record? Okay. At this time we
will stop this meeting and I just remind
everyone that's here that we have another
session that people may attend this evening
from 7:00 to 9:00. If you know anybody who
would like to make a comment or take part,
please encourage them to come. Thank you.

(Whereupon the proceedings were

concluded.)
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CERTIFICATE

I, Doreen M. Sharick, do hereby certify that I
have reported in stenotype shorthand the proceedings
in the Public Comment Session for the Draft West
Valley Demonstration Project Waste Management
Environmental Impact Statement, held at the Ashford
Office Complex, 9030 Route 219, Ashford, New York,
on Wednesday, June 11, 2003;

And that such transcript, numbered pages one
through twenty-one, is an accurate and correct

record of my stenotype notes.

Doreen M. Sharick, Notary Public
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